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MEASURING PEACE
This year, the world became slightly less peaceful continuing 
a 7-year trend. The decline was driven by global events that 
include tensions in the Ukraine, the ongoing conflict in Syria, 
civil war in South Sudan and a broadening and increased 
intensity of terrorist activity in many countries including 
Afghanistan, Iraq, the Philippines and Libya.

The world has become less 
peaceful every year since 2008

Georgia experienced the largest improvement in peace 
during the past year, rising 28 places in the ranking 
to 111th. It was followed by Cote d’Ivoire which rose 11 
places to 140th and Libya, up 14 positions into 133rd. A 
key characteristic among the three top risers was the 
ongoing improvement in political stability after suffering 
from conflicts over the past few years. 

The country that saw the most severe deterioration in 
peace was South Sudan, the world’s youngest sovereign 
state that in late 2013 witnessed an outbreak of armed 
resistance from opponents of the government. The 
country’s rank tumbled by 16 positions into 160th, just 
two positions from the bottom. Egypt was the next worst 
performer, falling 31 positions to 143rd following the 
ousting of former president Morsi.

All of the countries that deteriorated significantly in peace over the last year have 
suffered from major internal conflicts and civil war.

Terrorist activity, the number of conflicts fought, and the number of 
refugees and displaced persons were the key contributors to the past 
year’s continued decline in global peace.

The Global Peace Index ranks 162 countries covering 99.6 percent of the 
world’s population. The Index gauges global peace using three themes: 
the level of safety and security in society; the extent of domestic or 
international conflict; and the degree of militarisation. It ranks countries 
according to 22 qualitative and quantitative indicators of peace.
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georgia  111th south sudan 160th

egypt 143rd

central african 
republic 156th

ukraine  141st

syria  162nd

Cote d’Ivoire 140th

libya 133rd

burundi 130th

mongolia 41st

TOP THREE IMPROVEMENTS 2013 TO 2014 CHANGE

Political terror -0.049

Number of homicides per 100,000 people -0.049

Estimated number of deaths from organised 
conflict (external) -0.019

TOP THREE DETERIORATIONS 2013 TO 2014 CHANGE

Terrorist activity 0.167

Number of external and internal conflicts fought 0.099

Number of displaced people as a percentage of 
the population 0.031
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5.5% of the world’s population lives 
in countries with very high peace

8% OF THE WORLD’S POPULATION LIVES IN 
THE 11 LEAST PEACEFUL COUNTRIES

Very High 
Peace

High 
Peace

Medium 
Peace

Low Peace

Very Low 
Peace

The 5 least 
peaceful 
countries in 
the world

7 of the 10 
most peaceful 
countries are 
in Europe
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ASSESSING COUNTRY RISK
New analysis helps identify countries at risk of falling into 
instability and violence.

Using data collected since 1996, the Institute for Economics and 
Peace has developed a methodology that identifies countries 
likely to experience an increase in violence in the short and 
medium term.

10 Countries most at risk
country risk score (out of 100)

Zambia 86

Haiti 78

Argentina 76

Chad 74

Bosnia & Herzegovina 72

Nepal 70

Burundi 70

Georgia 70

Liberia 67

Qatar 65

CALCULATING THE COST  
OF VIOLENCE
The economic impact of containing and dealing with the 
consequences of violence in 2013 reached US$9.8 trillion -- 
11.3 percent of global GDP and equivalent to approximately 
US$1,350 per person.  

Compared to estimates for 2012 this represents an increase 
of US$179 billion or a 3.8 percent rise in violence containment 
costs globally.

the global
economic 
impact 
of violence is
$us 9.8 trillion
or 11.3% 
of global gdp 

= 2 x total gdp 
of africa

Download the 2014 Global Peace Index Report for the full analysis at www.visionofhumanity.org
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understanding 
global trends 
in peace
Trends in peace are shifting from 
hostility between states to rising 
numbers of internal conflicts. Looking 
at the global per person average, only 
four indicators improved over the 
7-year period while the majority of 
indicators measuring internal peace 
deteriorated. 

500 million
people live in countries at risk 

of instability and conflict
200 million

of them live below the 
poverty line 

3

global peace index 2014 / highlights

http://www.visionofhumanity.org


3

A snapshot of the global state  of peace

2014 global 
peace index
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